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Series Programs

EcoTarium Explorers (Ages 5 - 8)

Curious explorers conduct simple, safe, science and nature
explorations with their caregivers. Guided by an EcoTarium
educator, participants will learn how to ask questions, experiment,
and learn more about the world around them through the power of
science! Each class within a series will build upon the last.

o Thursdays 1:15 - 2:15 p.m. (1 hour classes)

o Three- or four-week series

« $40 per four-week session plus Museum admission
« Up to 12 students per session

« Caregivers attend class with students

EcoTarium Adventurers (Ages 9 - 14)

Students will dive deeper into interacting with the EcoTarium's
exhibits, animals, trails, collections, and/or planetarium in each
themed series. Adventurers will participate in hands-on activities,
experiments, and projects, with each class building upon the last.

o Thursdays 1:15 — 2:45 p.m. (1.5 hour classes)

o Three- or four-week series

« $50 per four-week session plus Museum admission
« Up to 10 students per session

o Drop-off program

Please see next page for class topics and schedules
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Series Schedules
EcoTarium Explorers - Thursdays 1:15 - 2:15 pm

Topic Audience Dates Description

Animal Rescue Sentember Join a bio-engineering team to design a prototype prosthetic limb for
and Ages 5-8 P a plush animal in need! Learn about animal adaptations and what

Rehabilitation 4 11,1825 their new limb should help them do.

Help build a better future! Explore how we can adapt to climate
Nature-friendly Ages 5-8 October 2, change by designing structures that can withstand storms, flooding,
Neighborhood 9, 16,23 and rising temperatures. Get hands-on with engineering for a
changing world.

Blast off into the wonders of space! Complete hands-on projects and
journey through the cosmos in the Alden Planetarium. Discover stars,
planets, and more with the guidance of an EcoTarium educator.

Feline December Put your detective skills to the test! Use fingerprints, DNA, and secret
. Ages 5-8 4,11,18 (3 codes to solve a fun, kid-friendly, science-filled mystery. Get ready to
Forensics . .
classes) investigate clues and crack the case.
EcoTarium Adventurers - Thursdays 1:15 - 2:45 p.m.
Topic Audience Dates Description

Awesome AGes 5-8 Oct. 30, Nov.
Astronomy 9 6,13, 20

Sharpen your observation skills and spark curiosity through nature

Nature Ages 9-14 September journaling. Explore the outdoors and reflect on the changing seasons

Journaling 4,11,18, 25 while practicing mindful observation. No artistic experience needed

—just a willingness to explore and grow. All levels welcome!

Become a team of city planners working to design a climate-resilient
October 2, city. Through chemistry experiments, flood prevention challenges,
9,16, 23 and wildlife-friendly designs, learn how to balance nature and
human needs in a changing world.

Climate
Engineering Ages 9-14
Challenge

Blast off into the wonders of space! Complete hands-on projects and
journey through the cosmos in the Alden Planetarium. Discover stars,
planets, and more with the guidance of an EcoTarium educator.

Awesome Ages 9-14 Oct. 30, Nov.

Astronomy 6,13, 20

December Investigate the forces shaping our world. Dive info hands-on
Ages9-14  4,11,18(3 experiments to explore mechanical, electromagnetic, and
classes) gravitational forces through fun, interactive activities.

Fantastic
Forces
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Family Science Workshops

Hands-on fun for the whole family! Family science workshops are designed
for scientists ages 5+ to explore and discover together. An EcoTarium
educator will ensure that participants of all ages can engage with science
and learn something new!

Mysteries of
Animal Tracking

Paleontology

Insects

Making Waves

Rocket Launch

Invisible Forces

Weather

Animal
Adaptations

City Hot Zones

Build Your World

Cool Chemistry

Animal
Adaptations

Tue, Sep 16
2:00 PM

Wed, Sep 24
2:00 PM

Fri, Oct 3
10:30 AM

Fri, Oct 10
10:30 AM

Tue, Oct 14
2:00 PM

Fri, Oct 24
10:30 AM

Wed, Nov 5
2:00 PM

Fri, Nov 14
10:30 AM

Fri, Nov 21
10:30 AM

Tue, Dec 2
2:00 PM

Fri, Dec 12
10:30 AM

Tue, Dec 16
2:00 PM

$10 per student (children ages 5+) plus Museum admission

Caregivers must attend class with students

Younger siblings are welcome to be in the classroom during the session
1 hour classes
Up to 12 students per session

Description

Become a wildlife detectivel Examine real biofacts, practice your observation
skills, then head outdoors to solve the mystery: who's been here?

Dig into the past! Uncover fossils at our simulated dig site and try your hand at
being a paleontologist by examining real prehistoric remains.

Explore the world of insects! Use scientific tools to collect and observe bugs in
different habitats, then study your findings up close using a microscope.

What do rainbows and concerts have in common? Discover how sound and light
move through our world through hands-on experiments and demonstrations.

It really is rocket science! Learn how rockets fly, then build, test, and launch your
own rocket prototype in a mission to improve your design.

Uncover the science behind electricity and magnetism! Use hands-on
experiments to explore conductivity, polarity, and the forces we can't see.

What makes a storm? Discover how temperature, pressure, and other factors
shape weather patterns through exciting models and experiments.

Meet a live animal and explore how different species survive and thrive. Handle
real skulls and peltfs to discover nature’s clever adaptations.

Why do cities heat up faster than forests? Explore the concept of albedo, test
surface temperatures, and learn how to design cooler cities with smart solutions.

Become an engineer for a day! Plan, build, and improve a design to cross a
model river using simple materials and the engineering process.

Experiment like a chemist! Explore chemical reactions, surface tension, and the
tiny molecules that make it all happen through hands-on activities.

Meet a live animal and explore how different species survive and thrive. Handle
real skulls and pelts to discover nature’s clever adaptations.
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Summer Events

Included with Museum admission and open to the public (not homeschool-exclusive)

Click event titles for more details

Mud Day | Saturday, June 28

Get down and dirty on Mud Day with everything from mud pies and
mud painting, to mud toss games and creature sculptures! Bring a
change of clothes; this will be a delightfully messy event the whole
family will enjoy! All events will take place in Nature Explore.

Insect Day | Saturday, July 12

Explore the hidden world of insects on Insect Day! Did you know that
almost half of known animal species are insects? We think that's
something to celebrate! Embrace the things that bug you as we identify
these amazing creatures up close, learn fun facts, and dress up in
costumes!

EcoTarium’s 200™ Birthday Parly | Saturday, July 19

Help us celebrate our 200 years of curiosity, exploration, and
community! Join us on the 200th day of our 200th year for an
unforgettable birthday party that brings our Worcester community
together. Admission is FREE, but donations are very much appreciated!

Rocket Day | Saturday, July 26

Celebrate the science that propels us into space on Rocket Day! Build
physical and chemical rockets of your very own, then count down to
blastoff as we launch a model rocket into the sky. We're aiming high
with physics, chemistry, imagination, and ingenuity!

Dinosaur Day | Saturday, August 16

Do you think fossils are so 66 million years ago? Think again on Dinosaur
Day! Come join us for a day all about dinosaurs and other ancient life.
See and touch real fossils, discover how Earth has changed over
geologic time, and learn how to find modern-day dinosaurs in the world
around you!

Feather Fest | Saturday, September 6

Feeling bird-brained? That’s a good thing at Feather Fest! Join us to spy
frequent flyers, use tools to simulate birds’ eating habits, practice your
warbles, and meet a favorite feathered friend. Discover the fascinating
world of birds on this day of avian adventure!
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FallEvents

Fall Festival | Saturday, October 4 and Sunday, October 5
More information to come — keep an eye on EcoTarium social medial!
This event will be open to the public, and is not homeschool-exclusive.

Homeschool Halloween Party | Friday, October 31 @ 1:00 p.m.
Why choose between tricks and treats when they're both so exciting?
Experience hair-raising science and meet our creepy-crawly critters. For
maximum fun, find eerie-sistable trick or treat stations, participate in
hands-on experiments in our "Glow Zone", and wear your Halloween
costume!

More to come!
Look out for announcements regarding exhibit openings, themed
programming days, and more!
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Homeschool Membership

Enjoy 12 months of free admission and other incredible benefits!

Take advantage of all the EcoTarium has to offer with a Homeschool
Membership! Homeschool members receive all benefits of standard
EcoTarium membership plus early access to homeschool class
registration.

Membership Benefits

o Free admission including all public programs and event days.

e Free or reduced admission to 1,000+ museums, zoos, and gardens
through the EcoTarium's three reciprocal networks: Association of
Science and Technology Centers (ASTC) Passport Program,
Association of Children's Museums (ACM) Reciprocal Network, and
North American Reciprocal Museum (NARM) Association.

o Discounted rates on train tickets, planetarium shows, museum shop
purchases, birthday parties, and camp programs.
« Early access to EcoTarium Explorers, EcoTarium Adventurers, and

Family Science Workshop homeschool class registration.

Homeschool Membership Details
« $175 admits up to 4 individuals; one of those individuals must be an
adult cardholder
« Add individuals for $25 per person, up to 8 total

Discounted Rates:
. $2 off Explorer Express Train tickets
« $1 off planetarium shows
10% off purchases in museum shop
10% off gift memberships
10% off birthday parties
Discounts and early access to summer and school vacation week
camps

Become ad Homeschool Member Today!
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Expectations and Policies

Payment Policy
All class payments are nonrefundable.

Class Cancelation and Schedule Changes

The EcoTarium reserves the right to cancel or modify a class or program
due to inclement weather, staffing limitations, or under-enrollment. If a
class needs to be canceled, only enrolled students will be contacted and
full refunds of the class fee will be provided.

Student Absences

Class payments are nonrefundable, and the EcoTarium cannot
guarantee make-up sessions or alternative options in the event of
student absence.

Drop-off and Pick-up Policy

Students in the “EcoTarium Adventurers” program are expected to be

dropped off on-time for class. Only adults listed as authorized pick-ups

upon registration are permitted to pick up students from class. A photo
ID is required for anyone picking up a student.

Behavior Expectations

All students are expected to demonstrate mutual respect for each other
and for staff. Bullying or harassment of any kind is not tolerated, and
appropriate action will be taken in partnership with caregivers to ensure
a safe and engaging environment for all.

Learning Accommodations

Students who would benefit from having an aide, translator, caregiver,
or therapist in class are welcome to do so. If there are any learning
accommodations that you would like our staff to be aware of, please
complete the "Learning Accommodations" section of class registration.

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

The EcoTarium welcomes youth and adults of all backgrounds. Together
we work to ensure that everyone, regardless of ability, age, cultural
background, ethnicity, faith, gender identity, ideology, income,
nationality, race, or sexual orientation has the opportunity to reach their
full potential with dignity, feel accepted, and enjoy being a part of our
community.
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